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| Abstract |

The Rightward Shift in Belgian Party Politics and the

Debate over the Cordon sanitaire

Oh Jungeun (Hansung University)

Belgium has a tradition of forming coalition governments through alliances
among political parties, Typically, such coalitions are initiated by the party with
the largest number of parliamentary seats, which seeks to align with other sizable
or ideologically similar parties. However, a notable feature of Belgian coalition
politics is the application of the cordon sanitaire principle, which excludes extremist
parties deemed incompatible with democratic values, Mainstream Belgian parties
have applied this principle to the far-right Vlaams Blok (VBk)—a party previously
convicted of racism by the Supreme Court—and its successor, Vlaams Belang
(VB). Recently, the rise of far-right parties has intensified, and in the 2024 federal
elections, Vlaams Belang secured 20 out of 150 seats, becoming the second-largest
party. This development has sparked renewed debate over the legitimacy of
maintaining the cordon sanitaire, Proponents argue that it is essential to safeguard
democracy by preventing anti-democratic forces from gaining power, while critics
contend that excluding a party duly elected through democratic means is, in
itself, undemocratic, Paradoxically, the controversy surrounding the cordon
sanitaire has amplified the visibility of Vlaams Belang, reinforcing its image among

voters as the true opposition party.

(Key words) Belgian Parties, Vlaams Belang (VB), New Flemish Alliance(N-VA),
Cordon Sanitaire, Far-right Party
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