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| Abstract |

A Study on North Korean Overseas Dispatched
Workers in China

Park Jongchol (Gyeongsang National University)

On a global scale, overseas migrant workers are subject to various forms of discrimination,
North Korean overseas dispatched workers are in an even more complicated position,
Push and Pull factors of North Korean residents working overseas are similar to those
in other countries. Therefore, a particularly noteworthy factor is that the paradox of sanctions
is occurring as an unintended effect of sanctions. For example, due to the May 24th
Measures, a balloon effect occurred, and it is estimated that up to 150,000 people worked
in the 2010s. After the COVID-19 pandemic, it is estimated that more than 100,000 people
are still working. From the Chinese authorities' perspective, this can be evaluated as
a compromise solution of Chinese-style humanitarianism along with a foreign strategy
based on the special nature of North Korea-China relations, However, long-term overseas
stays and family isolation are creating another dimension of humanitarian problems. If
we simply add up their total wages in 2023, it is estimated to be about twice North

Korea's total exports.

(Key words) May 24 Measures, UN Security Council Resolution 2397, Corona
Pandemic, Overseas Remittance, Comprehensive Sanctions
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