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| Abstract |

The Social Construction of Immigrants and Changes in Migrant
Membership: A Study of Overseas Chinese and North Korean
Defectors in Korea

Seok Harim (First Author, Ewha Womans University)

Go Minhee (Corresponding Author, Ewha Womans University)

As Korea transitions to a receiving country with an increasing number of
immigrants, their integration into the host society has become an urgent issue,
In resolving the issue, government’s perception and response have played a key
rde in determining the degree of social integration, In this paper, we show that
immigrants’ legal and sodal status tends to shift depending on how the govemment
views the positions of these immigrants in the Korean society. To substantiate
this argument, we trace the integration process of the two groups with the longest
history of immigration in Korea, i.e., overseas Chinese and North Korean defectors,
Data show that while overseas Chinese remained ‘citizens without citizenship”
despite their century-long residence, North Korean defectors became “legal aliens,’
constituting lawful dtizens but without a proper sense of social membership.
We found that the scope of immigrants’ membership in Korea has changed according

to governments perception,

(Key words) Immigration Policy, Immigrant Membership, Citizenship,
Korean Overseas Chinese, North Korean Defectors
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