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| Abstract |

Political Elite of the Kim Jong-un Regime in
North Korea Compared to China

Lee Seongbong (Pukyong National University)

The purpose of this study is to understand the stability and political orientation
of the Kim Jong-un regime through analysis of the North Korean political elite.
The category of the political elite is higher than the membership level of the party's
central committee and the minister's level. The characteristics of the political elite
were analyzed based on age structure, professional experience, and job positions,
and attempted to understand its meaning through comparison with China. The
characteristics and political significance of the North Korean political elite obtained
through the study are as follows, First, the political elite is too old, showing that
Kim Jong-un's power is surrounded by the old elite. Second, the proportion of
the military was found to be too high, which would make North Korea's internal
and external policies difficult to escape from the existing rigidity. Third, it shows
a centralized power system centered on the party, which focuses on control and
management rather than on administrative efficiency, Fourth, political ties or loyalty
are playing a crucial role in recruiting elites, which seems unlikely to meet modern,

complex and specialized state management,

(Key words) North Korea, China, Kim Jong-Un, Political Elite,
Age composition, Professional experience, Additional position



