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| Abstract |

An Essay on Studying the Korean Territorial and Border Issues

Lee Sunghwan (keimyung University)

Before the 17th century, the border between the northern region of Korea and
China was unclear, and the ownership of eastern islands was indefinite. Through
the diplomatic agreement with Japan (Ulleungdo Jaenggye Agreement) in 1699
(25th year of King Sukjong's reign) and the Baekdusan National Boundary Monument
built in 1712 (38th year of King Sukjong's reign), the territory was defined with
its border formed by Amnok River (Yalu River), Tomun River (branch of the Songhua
River), and Dokdo, However, in the process of transition into a modern nation-state,
Japan incorporated Dokdo into its own territory in 1905 and admitted China’s
claims to Gando in 1909, thereby destroying the territorial unity of Joseon, As
an extension of that, Joseon degenerated into a colony and failed to form a modem
nation-state, As such, the issues of Gando and Dokdo are very similar in terms
of occurrence and development process. Nonetheless, these two are not discussed
at the same level in the Korean territorial issue, While the Baekdusan National
Boundary Monument is discussed in terms of border treaty, the Ulleungdo Janggye
Agreement is neglected in the studies of the Dokdo issue, Moreover, the following
questions can be raised in studying the Dokdo issue, Is the Ulleungdo Janggye
Agreement only on the dominium of Ulleungdo? If the Ulleungdo Janggye Agreement
includes the dominium of Dokdo, why is this not emphasized in the studies of
Dokdo in Korea? Furthermore, isn't there any other logic to criticize Japan's
incorporation of Dokdo into its territory in 1905, aside from the issue of terra
nullius occupation and nonperformance of the obligation to notify about

incorporation, which raises theoretical controversies?.

(Key words) Territorial issue, Dokdo, Gando, Ulleungdo Jaenggye (Territorial
Dispute over Ulleungdo), National Border Treaty Regime between
Joseon and Japan
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