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| Abstract |

Yemeni Refuges on Jeju Island and Human Security

- Focused on Social Integration -

Suk Insun (Dong-A University)
Hwang Kisik (Dong-A University)

This study aims at suggesting how to realize social integration at a human
security dimension by grasping causes of controversies and conflicts in
relation to Yemeni refugees who claimed asylum on Jeju Island throughout
the year 2018. Though the Republic of Korea has an institutional apparatus
for refugees as it legislated a refugee act in 2012 for the first time in Asia,
Yemeni refugee predicament happened on Jeju Island in June, 2018. After
screening Yemeni refugees as they were classified as “a refugee case”, only 2
of 484 asylum applicants were accepted as refugees. To those without 5
reasons of persecution in accordance to Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees and the refugee act, it is difficult to give refugee status, the
government explained. This situation has led to internal controversy in South
Korea as pros and cons caused political and social conflicts, In this issue of
Yemeni refugees, Korean society took a passive attitude towards ‘refugees’
problems’ only to reveal a ‘refugee issue.,” With this occasion of Jeju refugee
case, it is understood that exclusive nationalism is rooted deep in the Korean
society. In the future, similar refugee situations will be likely to occur,
Therefore, ways of social integration to solve such refugee problems are
proposed as follows. First, an extended application of the concept of human
security is necessary., Second, diverse social integration policies should

extensively be applied. The refugee case is not a temporary issue but a
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long-term task for law, institution and policy to be systematically prepared for
to get rid of social conflicts. Here, in this matter, a prerequisite is an approach

at a human security dimension for ‘refugees’ problem.’

(Key words) human security, Yemeni refugees on Jeju Island, refugee act,
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, social integration
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