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| Abstract |

Eaddly Hawaiian Korean Immigrant Society and “Absence
of Buddhism”

Choi Daehee (Catholic University of Daegu)

This study researches the reason why Buddhism did not prosper in the early
Hawaiian Korean immigrant society, The “absence of Buddhism” observed in
the early Hawaiian Korean society can be accounted for the following two elements:
First of all, Christianity was a nationalist religion for Korean immigrants that made
them recognize as “Koreans,” Secondly, converting of Koreans to Christianity
contributed to adopting the life style and culture of Americans. The majority of
Korean migrants to Hawaii were urban young refugees who had strong
consciousness as settlers, They read the “Americanizing” as “Christianizing.” This
study emphasizes that the “absence of Buddhism” in Hawaiian Korean immigrant
society is a result of the identity of “Koreans” as the anti-Japanese nationalist
and the consciousness of settlers in USA. The study gives special attention to
Do, Jinho, who had arrived in Hawaii with clear goal of Buddhist missionary
work, but failed to do anything. The fundamental background for his converting
to Christianity is to be found in the religious nationalism led by Christianity prevailing

the Hawaiian Korean immigrant society,

(Key words) Early Hawaiian Korean immigrant society, Buddhism, Nationalist
religion, Americanizing, Christianizing
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