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| Abstract |

A Study on Relations between China and North Korea
Viewed through the Interchange of High-Level
Personnel(2000-2016)

Lee Seongbong (Pukyong National University)

This study looked into what changes were created by the interchange of personnel
between both countries everytime North Korea entered on a new phase of a nuclear
test on the basis of the perception that the degree of the interchange of high-level personnel
is an important indicator which makes it possible to weigh up diplomatic relations between
China and North Korea, As a result of the analysis, it was found that there was a great
decrease in the interchange of high-level personnel immediately after the 1st, 2nd, 3rd,
and 4th nuclear test, It's because China put pressure on North Korea in relation to
their nuclear tests using the method of cutting off the interchange of high-level personnel.
However, the interchange of high-level personnel between both countries increased
rapidly immediately right after North Korea’s 2nd nuclear test all the more; moreover,
there appeared a phenomenon where Chinese high-level personnel visited North Korea
in a row, This study interpreted this phenomenon as China’s aggressive negotiations
with North Korea in a bid to find a solution to the North Korean nuclear problem directly
after the 2nd nuclear test. This interpretation differs from the outside observation that
China has adhered to their on-looker attitude consistency towards North Korea’s nuclear

development,

(Key words) North Korea, China, High-level personnel, Nuclear test,
China-North Korean relations
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