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| Abstract |

The ethnic identity and creation of a new ethnic
culture in akan ainu kotan of hokkaido

Kim Misook (Chonbuk National University)

International movements and public opinions about protection of human rights
and culture in minorities influence their lives and identities. In view of approaching
to cultural diversity, it is realistically increasing that people think minority is ‘a
minor community with disparate cultures that are present in the area’,

This document looks into the process of creation and maintenance of new ethnic
culture generated for the purpose of self-support, connected with the change in
national identity of Akan Ainu Kotan(AAK) in Hokkaido.

Unfortunately, people unassociated with the Ainu have played a pivotal role to
having creating unidentified products referenced to the only the imagery of Ainu
other than its culture just for attraction of the tourists but needless to say, other
perspectives view this positive as it is supporting to create an opportunity to introduce
minorities and help understand of its culture to the outsiders, But the meaning
and form of the cultural shift of Ainu is becoming gradually changed by it.
In result, this case shows that a new national culture created through commercializing

with a source of ethic culture is related to weakening the national identity.

(Key words) Ainu, Akan Ainu Kotan, Ethnic Identity, Ethnic cultures
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