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| Abstract |

European films about children refugees in Post-Cold
War era

Song, Hyojoung
(Daegu University)

Refugees have been increasing since the end of the Cold War, and this aspect
can be confirmed through cinematic representation. The geopolitical devastation,
especially in the periphery of Europe, has brought many refugee into Europe. This
study focuses on the three feature films of child refugee in European art house
films. 7he Eternity and the Day (Theodoros Angelopoulos, 1998) deals with the
process of approaching the ultimate language while a dying poet helps Albanian
refugees. As semi-documentary feature film, /n 7his World (Michael Winterbottom,
2002) follows Afghan refugee boys through the border, ZLe Havre (Aki Kaurismaki,
2011) shows the process of helping a refugee boy from Gabon in the style of
a mystical fable,

In This world, doesn't appeal to cheap compassion but shows only outside
of reality in a restrained form. The stylistic film Ze Havre utilizes evangelical mysticism,
It mixes up with the real story of the passion of refugees and the mystical fable
of healing the sickness. Eternity and the Day deals with beings who have lost
shelter and sovereignty. It lyrically depicts the process that refugee and exile-poet
emotionally react to each other,

These works are not free from critics, because they are looking at the non-European
under-age through tthe eyes of European subjects. Nevertheless, it has meaning
that they show unconditional mercy and an ethics of responsibility to be willing

to engage with refugee boys. Meanwhile there are unfamiliar jokes, strange fables,
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and equivocal poems in three narratives, By examining the linguistic factors that
are not interpreted in a clear sense, we can see the moral and aesthetic aspects

of the films,

(Key words) European art-house films, Post Cold War era, children refugees
films, semi-documentary, evangelical miracle, crossing border,
fable

SN 0% R ot Rl Fst [ 139 ]



