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| Abstract |

Reappraisal and structural characteristics of the
ex-Soviet Koreans

Hwang, Youngsarm (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

This paper aims to reappraise and clarify the structure of the ex-Soviet Korean
Communities that has over 150-year history of migration. First of all, I propose the use
of 'ex-Soviet Korean' concept, not of 'Russia-CIS Korean' when it comes to the study
of Korean migration problems in those areas, The ethnic minorities of Koreans of the
Balts and Georgia are not included in the ex-Soviet Koreans in spite of their same roots
of migration history and culture.

In case of Far Eastern Russia, there live various Koreans such as continental
Koreans(Koryo-Saram, Koryoin), Sakhalin Koreans, ex-Soviet Koreans from North Korea
origin, South Koreans who could be migrated from 1990s, Chinese Koreans, and North
Koreans who work there as laborers, So the Korean Communities of Far Eastern Russia
are very complicated, not so simple.

Southern area of Russia is new alternative Korean communities, This area was, in
fact, attracted as new migrative place by Soviet Koreans since the mid-1950s. So quite
a few Koreans migrated from the Northern Caucasus, and many Koreans gathered from
Central Asia especially since 1990s. These Koreans are assimilated linguistically, so they
have no problems of communications with Russians. And Moscow and St. Petersburg
are rising as new Korean migrative places since 1990s.

Kazakhstan Korean communities approach to the stabler stage than those of other
CIS countries. Kazakh Koreans adopt the concept of 'living' instead of the concept of
'deportation' of 1937 affair, They are proud of Korean ethnic elites like politicians,
businessmen, scholars and cultural leaders, As for the Uzbekistan Korean communities,
we have to the exact situation of them from the size of ethnic Koreans. The Kyrgyz

Korean communities are comparatively stable, but Tajik Korean communities are almost
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dispersed because of the affect of the Civil War in early 1990s. The Turkmen Koreans
communities are also needed to study at first. The various Korean communities of Balts,
Moldova and three trans-Caucasian countries are diminishing gradually because of their
size of population. In these area, South Koreans are expected to play some roles in

keeping their Korean Identity.

(Key words) Koryo-Saram, Koryoin, Korean deportation, ethnicity, migration,
Russia, Central Asia
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