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| Abstract |

Social integration of denizens from North Korea, how to
be possible?

Lee, Yongseung
(Daegu University)

29,137 people. This is the number of residents escaping from North Korea (Bukhan
Ital Jumin) who live in South Korea, If the regime of North Korea does not become
stable including economy and security, outlook that the number of North Korean
defectors will be increased from day to day does not require rigorous analysis,
Then, how they are treated in South Korea? What about their situation? Who
they are, and how discrimination against them works? This article aims to answer
these questions for exploring the way of social integration of North Korean defectors
in South Korea.

Under the premise that North Korean defectors in South Korean have an inherent
duality and duplicity of property, they have an implication of litmus paper that
put unification process of the Korean Peninsula to the test, of sprouting of open
nationalism as the others, of a compass of sounding out the possibility of East
Asian community, of a symbol of the Korea’s tragic history, of embodiment of
beyond border experience, The causes of discrimination can include: negative
perception to the North Korea, eyes looking down the under developed countries,
reverse discrimination arising from similarity, sense of duty for incorporation, dual
alienation. Then I explain why the discrimination in question. The reason is that
discrimination can produce the second-class citizens, contract the unification
directivity, and collapse the meaning of East Asian community. The paper suggests
several alternatives on the premise that the reflection of main stream’s perception
is key point, which are the redefinition of North Korean defectors as minority,
changing in terminology, reflection on nationalism and feeling of irritation,

arrangement of the weak protection system in South Korea, discourse of denizenship,
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and recognition of identity, In conclusion, from an angle that future value which
the Korean society must pursue is ‘dignity’, I propose some exploratory opinions

for decent social integration,

(Key words) Residents escaping from North Korea(Denizens from North
Korea), Discrimination, Social integration, Denizenship, Decent
society



