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A Formation of Korean Society and Distinct of

Acculturation Strategies
- Focusing on Case of Guatemala -

Yong Seok Noh,
(Busan University of Foreign Studies, HK Research Professor)

short term migration, Guatemala, enclave, intercultural communication, acculturation strategies

This article is a case study focusing formation of Korean society in Guatemala and
distinct of migration. Korean people have begun migration to Guatemala since around
1962, and now there are around 10,000 Korean people living in Guatemala. The
Korean society in Guatemala is divided two major groups, workers of maquiladora and
merchants. They just want pursuit of profit without contact with host society. In the
respect of cross-cultural psychology, the type of migration model in Korean society of
Guatemala can be called ‘separation’, rejecting contact with the host society. There
are so many problem such as intercultural communication in the workshop of Korean
factory and split of Korean community in Guatemala Korean society. The reason of
the problem is resulted from negative effect of short term migration, and is also one
of the crucial distinct in emigrant of Latin America. Neo-liberalism focusing free trade
and multinational corporation makes a new type of short term migration which is
just seeking profit without contact the host society. The case of Korean society in
Guatemala is typical short term migration.
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